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UM LAW WEEK FEATURES LECTURE, STATE SUPREME COURT SESSION
MISSOULA —
Law Week at the University of Montana School of Law this
week features the state’s Supreme Court in formal session on
campus and a lecture on professional responsibility.
Retired District Court Judge Gordon Bennett will give the
Blankenbaker Lecture "Advocacy--Responsibility:

Opposing

Paradigms?” April 5 at 10:15 a.m. in the Law School Library.
Bennett is scholar-in-residence at UM's law school this spring.
As a district court judge, Bennett heard cases challenging
the state coal tax, certification of Colstrip 3 and 4, veteran’s
preference and workers' compensation.

He's presided over several

cases balancing the right of privacy with the right to know.
The Supreme Court will be in formal session Friday, April 7,
in the Montana Theatre on UM's campus.

From 9:30 to 10 a.m., UM

law school Dean Martin Burke will give an overview of Montana's
judicial system and a summary of two cases in which the court
will hear arguments.
At 10 a.m. the Supreme Court will hear arguments in the case
Guaranty National Insurance Co. vs. State Farm Insurance Co.
issue is which insurance company is liable for a settlement
arising from former Butte Mayor Mike Micone's 1979 accident in
which a man was killed.
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At 1:30 p.m., the Court will hear arguments in the case of
the state Department of Revenue vs. the Montana Stockgrowers
Association addressing the validity of the state's property tax
on livestock.

The revenue department is appealing the 1988

district court decision holding that property tax on livestock
discriminates against farmers and ranchers in violation of their
rights to equal protection under the federal and state
constitutions.
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